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  DIARY DATES 

GLIAS LECTURES 

Our regular lectures will be held at 6.30pm in The Gallery, Alan Baxter Ltd, 75 Cowcross Street, EC1M 6EL. 

The Gallery is through the archway and in the basement at the rear of the building. There is a lift from the main 

entrance. 

16 January Wed MARC ISAMBARD BRUNEL AND THE MAKING OF LONDON. By Tom Furber, 

London Metropolitan Archives 

27 February Wed ROLLER FLOUR MILLS OF LONDON. By Mildred Cookson, The Mills Trust 

20 March Wed LONDON’S LOST RAILWAY TERMINI. By Tony Riley 

17 April Wed RIPPLES IN TIME: THE BUILDING OF GREENWICH POWER STATION & THE 

UNINTENDED CONSEQUENCES FOR THE ROYAL OBSERVATORY. By Graham 

Dolan 

15 May Wed AGM (6.15pm) + TBC. By Richard Albanese, Maritime Heritage Project Manager 

 

OTHER EVENTS 

2 December Sun GUIDED TOWPATH WALK, BY THE IWA. Along the Regent’s Canal: Little Venice to 

Camden. Start at 2.30pm, outside Warwick Avenue tube station. £10 adults, £8 

concessionary rate. No prior booking required. Tel: 0203 612 9624. Website: 

www.waterways.org.uk 

5 December Wed CHRISTMAS SOCIAL. A Docklands History Group event. 5.30pm for 6pm, Museum of 

London Docklands, West India Quay, Hertsmere Road, London E14 4AL. New members 

and visitors are very welcome. A £2 donation is suggested from visitors. Web: 

www.docklandshistorygroup.org.uk 

6 December Thur ISLINGTON TUNNEL. A London Canal Museum talk by Lester Hillman. 7.30pm. £4 (£3 

discounts). 12/13 New Wharf Road, N1 9RT. Tel: 020 7713 0836. Web: 

www.canalmuseum.org.uk 

10 December Mon BIAG FILM AND SOCIAL EVENING. A Berkshire Industrial Archaeology Group social 

evening. 7.30pm, St Mary’s Church Hall, Castle Street, Reading RG1 7RD. Web: 

www.biag.org.uk 
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12 December Wed ‘BISCUITS, CHOCOLATE, AND JAM’. HISTORY OF BERMONDSEY’S FOOD 

INDUSTRIES. A Rotherhithe & Bermondsey Local History Society talk by Jennie 

Howells. 7.15pm for 7.30, Time & Talents Centre, The Old Mortuary, in St. Marychurch 

Street, Rotherhithe, London SE16 4JE. Visitors are welcome to all meetings but are asked 

to donate £2. Location a few minutes’ walk from Rotherhithe station or 10 minutes from 

Bermondsey (Jubilee line) 

12 December Wed  BRING YOUR OWN BOATING SLIDES AND STORIES, PLUS MULLED PUNCH & 

MINCE PIES. An Inland Waterways Association (South London Branch) social meeting. 

7.45 for 8.00pm at The Primary Room, The United Reformed Church Hall, Addiscombe 

Grove, Croydon CR0 5LP. For more information please contact the Social Secretary Shea 

Richardson. Tel: 07803 904803. Email: shea.richardson@waterways.org.uk Website: 

www.waterways.org.uk/southlondon/south_london 

16 December Sun GUIDED TOWPATH WALK, BY THE IWA. Along the Regent’s Canal: King’s Cross – 

Granary Square – St. Pancras. Start at 2.30pm, outside King’s Cross tube station (taxi 

rank). £10 adults, £8 concessionary rate. No prior booking required. Tel: 0203 612 9624. 

Website: www.waterways.org.uk 

27 December Thur GUIDED TOWPATH WALK, BY THE IWA. Along the Grand Union Canal: Little 

Venice and Paddington Green. Start at 2pm, outside Paddington station, Bakerloo line 

Praed Street exit. £10 adults, £8 concessionary rate. No prior booking required. Tel: 0203 

612 9624. Website: www.waterways.org.uk 

30 December Sun GUIDED TOWPATH WALK, BY THE IWA. Along the Regent’s Canal: Mile End to 

Limehouse. Start at 2.30pm, at Mile End tube station. £10 adults, £8 concessionary rate. 

No prior booking required. Tel: 0203 612 9624. Website: www.waterways.org.uk 

1 January Tue GUIDED TOWPATH WALK, BY THE IWA. Along the Regent’s Canal: Little Venice to 

Camden. Start at 2.00pm, outside Warwick Avenue tube station. £10 adults, £8 

concessionary rate. No prior booking required. Tel: 0203 612 9624. Website: 

www.waterways.org.uk 

6 January Sun GUIDED TOWPATH WALK, BY THE IWA. Along the Regent’s Canal: King’s Cross – 

Granary Square – Camden. Start at 2.30pm, outside King’s Cross tube station (taxi rank). 

£10 adults, £8 concessionary rate. No prior booking required. Tel: 0203 612 9624. 

Website: www.waterways.org.uk 

15 January Tue SMALL SHIPS AND BOATS AT TRINITY BUOY WHARF. A Greenwich Industrial 

History Society talk by Richard Albanese. 7.30pm, the Old Bakehouse, rear of Age 

Exchange Centre, 11 Blackheath Village, SE3 (opposite Blackheath Station). £1 for non 

members. http://greenwichindustrialhistory.blogspot.com/ 

20 January Sun GUIDED TOWPATH WALK, BY THE IWA. Along the Regent’s Canal: Mile End to 

Limehouse. Start at 2.30pm, outside Mile End tube station. £10 adults, £8 concessionary 

rate. No prior booking required. Tel: 0203 612 9624. Website: www.waterways.org.uk 

EXHIBITIONS 

Until 26 January THE ART OF THE GESTETNER. A new exhibition exploring the political and social 

history of the Gestetner duplicating machine at Bruce Castle Museum, Lordship Lane, 

Tottenham, London N17 8NU. Open Wednesdays to Sundays, 1-5pm 

GLIAS is happy to publicise events by other societies that may be of interest to our members. If you are a 

not-for-profit organisation and would like us to list your event, please contact the newsletter editor via email at 

newsletter@glias.org.uk 

 

NEWS AND NOTES 

POTENTIAL ELECTRONIC GLIAS NEWSLETTER 

In the August Newsletter we asked for members’ views on sending the newsletter electronically to those who 

requested it – although we made it clear that a paper copy would still be sent to those members who preferred it. 
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We thank all of those who took the time to reply; almost without exception they are in favour of receiving the 

newsletter electronically. We have decided to defer a final decision until the 2019 AGM to allow views from the 

floor and a vote. GLIAS Committee 

CLOSURE OF THE FORMER GREAT WESTERN RAILWAY MAIN LINE BETWEEN OLD OAK 
COMMON AND GREENFORD 

This was the route of express trains from London to Birmingham. Now, down to single track, it has only one 

return passenger train, Mon to Fri, plus ad-hoc use as part of a circuit for turning empty trains. 

The passenger trains are: 10.57 South Ruislip (interchange with Central Line) to Paddington arr 11.26, and 

return 11.35 from Paddington, non-stop to High Wycombe, arr 12.30. 

They run for the last time on Friday 7 December 2018. This will allow the junction at Old Oak Common to be 

severed as part of a massive redevelopment that will incorporate a station with Crossrail, main line and 

(planned) HS2 platforms. These trains are the only way to get a view of the wooden Greenford signal box (on 

the south-east side of the line, best seen from the 10.57 train), which still works a few semaphore signals. It will 

continue in use to allow access to a siding and signal trains from West Ealing onto the High Wycombe line. 

If anyone is minded to travel by the 11.35 to High Wycombe, the ‘listed’ GWR former broad gauge goods shed 

at the end of the original branch line from Maidenhead stands next to the station and is worth a glimpse, 

although when seen in spring 2018 it could do with some TLC. Nearby, up the hill across the railway bridge and 

first left, is the way to High Wycombe Museum in Castle 

Hill House, Priory Avenue (free, 10-16.00 M to F), which 

includes info on the local chair-making industry. A 

footbridge allows a short cut from the museum to the 

town centre. 

On the train’s last day, Friday 7 December, to cater for 

anticipated enthusiast demand, it should be three coaches 

instead of two, and will call additionally at South Ruislip 

(12.00). Note it leaves from the distant Platform 14 at 

Paddington. David Thomas 

• The last loco-hauled passenger service was a steam 

special on 24 November behind 35028 Clan Line, 

pictured at South Ruislip (right). 

LONDON FIELDWORK AND PUBLICATION ROUND-UP 2017 

The London Archaeologist has published the Annual Review of archaeological investigations and publications 

for 2017. The following are of IA interest: 

• Beam Riverside, Dagenham Redundant buildings on former Ford Assembly Plant recorded. A 

handful of structures remained, including the fire station which accommodated Ford’s own Fire 

Protection Department. 

• Sir Thomas Lipton Memorial Hospital, N14 Recorded interior of ice house in grounds which 

survived largely intact. 

• Phoenix Place, Mount Pleasant, WC1X Civil War Defences ran across one of three trenches. 

• 1 Finsbury Avenue, EC2M Surveyed building designed by Arup Associates 1984, embodies 

‘innovatory engineering methods’: steel frame, bolted together and precast concrete floors, ‘an early 

example of a building controlled by a Building Management System’ 

• Kenley Revival Project, Kenley Aerodrome, CR8 Recording of structure identified two different 

types of fighter hardstanding. Fighter pen surveyed. 

• The Stage, Hearn Street, Curtain Road, EC2A Excavation found external surface contemporary 

with Curtain Theatre; ceramic money boxes. Also brick-lined circular tank on timber base, attributed to 

soap works. 

• 203-213 Mare Street, E8 Standing building recording of former Zinkin’s furniture factory 1925. 

• 80-84 & 88 Wallis Road, E9 Standing structure recording of part of Clarnico factory. Remnant of 

19th-century chemical works which later served as furniture workshop. 

• Fulham Reach, W6 Evidence of Manbre Sugar Refinery. 
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• Hale Wharf, N17 Trial trenching uncovered pine timbers, possible associated with canal and/or wharf. 

Evaluation found evidence of water leat that served post-medieval Tottenham Mill; also remains of toll 

house. 

• Former Kodak factory, Headstone Drive, HA1 Surveyed 48 structures, mostly dating to second half 

of 20th century, including Power House and Second World War bunker known as Station Z ‘built and 

equipped to serve as the headquarters of the Air Ministry in the event of an invasion of Britain’. 

• Waterloo Wharf, UB8 Standing structure recording: identified canal wall 1941 and wharfside office. 

• Hounslow Civic Centre TW3 Watching brief: identified remains of Second World War air-raid 

shelter constructed of corrugated iron sheets supported by iron rails, with offset, dog-leg entrance. 

• Smithfield Tavern, 105 Charterhouse Street, EC1M Watching brief identified remains of building 

known to be at least as early as 1751. 

• King Square Estate, EC1V Watching brief noted ditch at least 5 metres wide, ‘tentatively identified as 

part of Civil War fortifications of Mount Hill Fort’. 

• City University, EC1V Also found ditches which could have formed part of Civil War fortifications. 

• Primark 76 Eden Street, Kingston KT1 Excavation found evidence for butcher and iron smelting in 

the vicinity. Believed to have been centre for tanning in late medieval period. 

• 8 Albert Embankment, SE1 Watching brief on site of Stiff’s London Pottery. Remains of dock wall 

survived. Trial pit exposed remains of possible warehouse and several ceramic vessels recovered, one 

with Stiff’s mark. 

• Clapham Park Estate, SW4 Watching brief noted visible ground features covering remains of Second 

World War air-raid shelters. 

• 19 Yeoman Street Rotherhithe, SE8 Evaluation noted 19th century industrial usage. 

• Former Thales Avionics Offices, Raynes Park, SW20 Standing structure recording of 1934 factory 

for potted meat and fish paste products. 

• Wimbledon Stadium, Plough Lane, SW17 Standing structure recoding prior to demolition 

• London City Airport, E16 King George V Dock recorded photographically. Established that remnants 

of 1921 dock survive, including part of one of seven transit sheds. 

• Chobham Farm, Stratford, E15 Evaluation revealed extensive remains of railway tracks and other 

installations, part of Stratford Works. 

• Royal Albert Dock, E16 Survey of Dockmaster’s office and Central Buffet Building, largest known 

surviving examples of system of timber frame and concrete panel infill fabrication patented by William 

Lascelles 1875. 

• Unit 9, Thames Road Industrial Estate, Silvertown, E16 Standing structure recording of former 

soap works built to Hennebique system of reinforced concrete framing. 

• 26 Aberdour Street, Walworth, SE1 Evaluation close to line of London’s Civil War defences. 

• Watermain renewal works, College Road, Dulwich, SE21 Watching brief, natural clay overlaid by 

sandwich of gravel with silt between them, interpreted as bedding deposits for 18th century toll road. 

• 1-3 Odessa Street, Rotherhithe, SE16 Standing structure recording of late 1960s stiff-leg [Scotch] 

derrick. ‘As the last surviving crane in the area, it had been retained as a static feature of historic 

interest. However, its dilapidated condition, standard design and absence of visible industrial context, 

now that the area has been redeveloped, recommended demolition’. 

• 464-504 Old Kent Road, SE! Watching brief of site adjacent to route of Surrey Canal. Noted three pad 

foundations and base of large brick chimney. 

• 133 Park Street, SE1 Evaluation of structural remains of H J Coles engineering works. Found glass 

manufacturing waste. 

• Project Light C1, Surrrey Quays Road, SE16 Watching brief on former Surrey Commercial Docks. 

Exposed portion of dock wall, possibly part of Albion Dock. 

• 5 Tyers Gate, Southwark, SE1 Evaluation found late 18th century narrow, timber-lined drainage 

canal probably associated with tanning industry. 

• 237 Walworth Road, SE17 Standing structure recording, retrospective records of several 19th century 

buildings created after demolition, including iron works and joiner’s shop. 

• Aberfeldy Estate, East India Dock Road, E14 Evaluation suggests site lies within former channel of 

river Lea. 

• Ensign Court, Whitechapel, E1 Excavation found evidence of mid 17th century glassworks. 
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• Duke Shore Wharf, Poplar, E14 Watching brief found sequence of reclamation deposits which might 

represent infilling of 17-19th century dry dock. 

• Leamouth South Peninsula, Poplar, E14 Evaluation produced remains of mid-19th century Thames 

Iron Works. 

• London Dock Block D, Wapping, E1 Evaluation noted truncated cellars of warehouses. 

• Westferry Printworks, Millwall, E14 Monitoring and evaluation of features associated with Millwall 

Dock. 

• 46 Ponton Road, SW8 Evaluation found wall foundations, possibly part of Nine Elms Goods Depot. 

• 198 York Road Place, Battersea, SW11 Evaluation and watching brief of site sealed by demolition 

material, partly derived from Garton’s Saccharum Works, factory that produced a specialist sugar used 

in brewing. 

Brian James-Strong 

A STROLL FOR 45 MINUTES OR SO….. FROM PIMLICO OVER CHELSEA BRIDGE 

This is the first of a series of strolls, not long enough to justify being a formal GLIAS walk. It is an 

opportunity to see Battersea Power Station in part-‘refurbished’ state. 

Catch route 24 bus near Victoria or Pimlico (stop G) tube stations to its Pimlico layby terminus on Grosvenor 

Road, SW1, east of Lupus Street. Walk onward east, and in front of the green-glazed King William IV pub 

(closed 6/2018) turn left, pass it, then look to the right. The circular glass tower is part of the heat exchange for a 

district heating system. Designed to take waste heat from Battersea Power Station via underwater pipes, it now 

has its own boilers alongside. 

Return to, then cross, Grosvenor Road. Pause to notice the road surface undulations, rising at bridge holes which 

gave river access under the road to wharves and docks. This walk crosses over three before getting to the 

railway bridge. View the far bank of the Thames. Opposite is Cringle Dock Solid Waste Transfer Station, where 

rubbish is transferred to lighters for a downstream voyage, and to its right loading gantries for spoil from 

Battersea Power station and the associated Northern line extension to an underground terminal station. Being 

here on a weekday an hour or so before high tide gives a chance of seeing a tug moving the rubbish lighters. It is 

now difficult to identify the sand and gravel wharf whence the empty dredger, Bowbelle, sailed to its collision 

with the Marchioness in the early hours of 20 August 1989. 

Battersea Power Station (Fig 1) was built in two stages on land previously covered by filter beds and reservoirs 

for the Southwark & Vauxhall Water Company. Work started in 1929, with the first electricity produced for the 

London Power Company in 1933. The second, eastern, section, was completed in 1955. Although there was a 

rail connection, supply of coal was usually by ships from the Tyne with a low superstructure (‘flat irons’) that 

moored at the still-surviving jetty. Work has been going on for two years to convert the gutted shell and build on 

land around it. This has included demolition of the chimneys and erecting replicas. 

  

Fig 1       Fig 2 

Cross back, and head west. Just past the bus bay is a pavement cover of the different Westminster Electric 

Supply Corporation Ltd. Cross Lupus Street and turn right to view, on the left, two blocks of Peabody flats, 

1880’s, with much ‘rusticated terracotta’ (Fig 2). Remodelling has given each a few less flats than the 19 when 

built. Only four living floors plus an extension at roof level, which would have held the shared washing rooms 

(several individual grates and water pots). Most Peabody blocks had washing lines in courtyards. A third block, 
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a war casualty, was replaced in 1952. There were 26 more blocks, lettered A-Z, less ornate, in two long terraces 

on both sides of Peabody Avenue, each containing all 16 to 20 flats. The majority remain; access through the 

modern arch is for residents only 1. 

Back on Grosvenor Road, next to the carriage sidings (the buffer ends of sidings 3 and 4 are over the site of a 

small dock) is the former Grosvenor Road station, London Chatham & Dover Railway, 1867-1911. Nothing 

remains of the platforms (or an adjacent London Brighton & South Coast Railway station). Battersea Park 

station, still open, is of similar design. Grosvenor Bridge itself, 1860, initially carried two tracks and was 

widened in 1865 and 1907. There was a separate London Brighton & South Coast Railway station which 

disappeared with the 1907 widening. 

Close by is the Western Pumping Station, with the Engineer’s residence behind. It lifts sewage up to main pipes 

to flow eastwards, below the embankment, eventually to Beckton via Abbey Mills. 1875, Italianate design, 

chimney 272ft. Initially four beam engines, replaced in 1936 by some hefty diesel pumps; electrics now take the 

main load. This did not have its own dock. Instead, there was a riverside wharf with a narrow gauge railway to 

take coal from that, passing under the road – so another bridge! Four nice iron light standards adorn the outside 

wall (Figs 3, 4). Maker’s plaques are of a local firm, H Young & Co, Pimlico, although the 1918 Kelly’s 

Directory has the works in Battersea. 

  

Fig 3     Fig 4 

A few paces further on, take the steps named ‘Grosvenor Waterside’ to reach a fence above the entrance to 

Grosvenor to Basin lock. (Fig 5). The bridge hole is similar to the blocked ones already crossed. From 1928 this 

led to a Council depot and wharf where Westminster’s refuse was loaded into lighters to be towed downstream. 

Now the lock and basin are surrounded by newish flats. In June 2018 there were no small boats at all at the 

moorings provided. The basin had been at the start of the short Grosvenor Canal, opened on the site of a tidal 

creek in 1823, which ran to a much larger basin, a convenient open space upon which part of Victoria station 

was built. The canal itself survived, gradually being reduced in length and use. Cross the swing bridge, turn 

right then left and take a sloping path back to road level. 

  

Fig 5      Fig 6 
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Before crossing Chelsea Bridge, look across the road junction to the corner of Ranelagh Gardens. A large 

bronze war memorial to a cavalry regiment of the British Army commemorates their fighting in South Africa in 

1899-1902 (Fig 6). 

After crossing Chelsea Bridge on the downstream side, take steps to the ‘Riverside Walk’ to have a look at the 

underside of the bridge, opened 1890 and the Grosvenor Basin bridge hole. You are standing on the site of 

railway sidings of the LBSC Rly Battersea Wharf. In winter months there is a view of the pumping station; in 

summer trees obscure it. Beneath the railway bridge are odd looking, but completely functional, public 

conveniences. Continue on the approximate alignment of a siding headshunt, to there is an open space and then 

hoarding between the Power Station and the river. In June 2018 some panels of this hoarding had small display 

windows with bits and pieces. Also in June the apparently dead end access road along the west of the Power 

Station continued, with a pavement, on a temporary bridge across the building site to Nine Elms Lane. The best 

time to walk this bit is, of course, during the working day. To the right is a nearby bus stop for routes 156, 344 

and 436 to Vauxhall bus, tube and rail stations. David Thomas 

1. See Westminster City Council Conservation Areas Report on Peabody Estates, 2009, for more detail. The 1952 building is 

excluded as ‘not of special interest’. 

DELIVERY DRIVER MEMORIES 

I used to deliver to a carpet shop in Southend Lane, Bell Green (GLIAS Newsletter 298, pp4-5). The chap in 

the shop told me that when they started on the supermarket a dog swam in the Pool River which ran beside the 

site. It was very ill and all its fur fell out. It appeared the groundwork had stirred up some toxin from the gas 

works days. 

Mention of Greenwich Town Hall (GLIAS Newsletter 298, p7) stirred the thought of turning left at the light 

to head towards the town hall. This meant passing a very nondescript Victorian building which bore the sign of 

Merryweather and Sons, the famous fire engine makers. Now commemorated with Merryweather Place. 

Not making the turn meant going up Blackheath Hill. On the left was the baker’s shop under which was an air-

raid shelter (unofficial I think) in the old illegal chalk workings. In later years on the south side the old 

unmapped illegal workings collapsed and a pub sank down to the first floor window sills. At the time there was 

talk of a widespread collapse as far as Lewisham. Bob Rust 

OIL JARS AS TRADE SIGNS 

Earthenware oil jars, cut in half vertically and fixed to the wall above a shop front, were trade signs almost 

exclusive to London. They indicated oil and colour merchants, who sold these main ingredients to make oil 

based paint, although usually many other items from nails, screws and hand tools to paraffin and household 

hardware. There is in the UK now no need or demand for that trade, as tinned paints are sold with any colour of 

choice squirted into a neutral base. They are gradually disappearing over time; there were some locations which 

had complete jars, but these have all gone. 

John Ashdown, a member of GLIAS, wrote in Newsletter 24 (March 1973) that he was making a record of 

the jars remaining and his findings were published in the London Archaeologist. Separately, Peter Backman 

wrote about oil jars near Strand. These give a good background and are recommended. They can be 

downloaded, free, from the Archaeology Data Service website at: 

 http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/archives/view/London_arch/volumes.cfm 

Articles: ‘The oil jar as a London shop sign’, John Ashdown, Vol 02.07 (1974) with an updating Addendum, 

Vol 02.10 (1975), and ‘London oil jars in the 1840s’, Peter Backman, Vol 03.03 (1977). 

Joel Kosminsky of the TfL IA group, affiliated to GLIAS, has come across an excellent 1957 photograph of 10 

Penton St, N1, then a hardware shop with two jars of different sizes (one definitely half, one possibly a whole 

jar), on this website: http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/in-pictures-43782267. No longer a shop and no oil jars.  

A recent check of London sites listed by John Ashdown and one extra known to me gave just eight remaining, 

below. All except the pair at Merton Road have been painted. With the exception of 253 Tooley Street (photo 

below), jars are white/cream. 

Camden. 29 Greville St, Holborn, EC1. Two half jars. Building now in multiple uses. 

Kensington & Chelsea. 102 Portland Rd/Clarendon Cross, W11. 4 half jars, two each side of corner. 

Shop sells artists accessories. 

Kensington & Chelsea. 1 Godfrey St, Chelsea, SW3. 2 half jars on Calle St side of corner site. Now dry 

cleaners. 

http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/archives/view/London_arch/volumes.cfm
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Lambeth. 127 Lower Marsh, Waterloo, SE1. Two half jars. Now restaurant. 

Lambeth. 17 New Park Rd, SW2 (Brixton Hill end).One half jar on hardware shop which stills sells 

paint and has a small selection of brushes and buckets outside; ghost shape of another one or two jars in 

the brickwork. 

Lambeth. 1 Polygon, Clapham Old Town, SW4. Seven jars, both sides of corner (Conservation area). 

Now letting agent. 

Southwark. 253 Tooley St, SE1. One half jar. A three floor corner brick building, now an off licence. 

Wandsworth. 199 Merton Rd, Southfields, SW18. 2 x half jars, a dismal streaky grey, above a chemists 

shop. 

John Ashdown also mentions a few more held in museums and in places outside London. These have not been 

checked, apart from two half jars seen on 29 High Street, High Wycombe. But please do let me know if any 

others exist, or if any are removed) and I’ll be glad to add them in a future newsletter update. David Thomas 

davidthomas36@talk21.com 

   

Left to right: 1 Godfrey Street, Chelsea, SW3; 1, Polygon, Clapham Old Town, SW4; 253 Tooley Street, SE1 

AN EARLY POST OFFICE 

The GLIAS walk on 6 October around London 

Bridge & Bermondsey led by Pat Dennison included 

Bermondsey Street where on number 104, a simple 

three storey Georgian terrace house we noticed a black 

plaque stating: ‘This was the site of one of London’s 

earliest Post Offices’. 

Post Offices have evolved. A State postal service was 

established in 1635 when Charles I threw open to the 

general public the facilities of his Royal posts. In the 

earliest days post offices were usually housed at inns, 

where the only duty of the postmaster-cum-innkeeper 

were the acceptance and handing over of letters…. 

until the introduction of the Mail Coach service in 

1784. By 1814, ‘Every Office or Receiving-House, 

must have a letter box in the Front for Unpaid Letters. 

It must be fixed in a part convenient for Public access, 

be large and strong, and kept locked, with the Key out, till the proper time of emptying for each dispatch. The 

words ‘Unpaid Letter Box’ to be painted on it …’ By the 1820s many new postal routes had been opened up and 

with the growing challenge of the industrial revolution and the expansion of trade, new post offices were 

established. 

The mid 1820s London Directories at the London Guildhall Library each contain a ‘List of GENERAL POST 

Receiving-Houses’, no 103 Bermondsey Street being one of 59 entries. They also contain a ‘List of TWO-

PENNY Post Receiving-Houses’ number 87 Bermondsey Street, being one of the 120 entries. So the claim of 

the plaque would appear not to be unreasonable assuming that the present 104 Bermondsey Street used to be 

number 103 or thereabouts. In fact was the Bermondsey Street area actually on the London to Dover Post Road 

of the late 1600’s when all mail came into London to be sorted? I have been informed that there was a Post 

Office there until 2005, now outside 104 is a standard EIIR double aperture red letter box. 

mailto:davidthomas36@talk21.com
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In the 1700s in London, bell-ringing General-Post Letter Carriers walked the streets for one hour in the evening, 

after the closure of the letter receiving houses, to gather in any late letters for despatch by Night Mails from 

London. They called at every house in their walk and carried a locked bag with an aperture just large enough to 

drop in a letter. Small mail carts waited at certain points in the metropolis, to take the locked bags from the bell-

men and speedily convey them to The General Post Office. This Bell-man system in London came to an end in 

1866. The first London roadside letter boxes, to save people the trouble of having to take their letters to a post 

office were erected in 1855, the first 6 being placed in the roads between Fleet Street and Rutland Gate 

(Kensington). Peter Butt 

Reference: The Letter Box, by Jean Y Farrugia, Centaur Press Ltd, 1969. 

BLUE PLAQUE FOR COOPER CAR COMPANY 

The former works of the Cooper Car Company, which manufactured 

the racing cars that won the 1959 and 1960 Formula One World 

Championships, now has an English Heritage blue plaque. 

Charles Cooper, his son John, and their team of engineers designed 

and built the cars at their garage on Hollyfield Road in Surbiton, 

KT5 9AL. The Cooper Car Company pioneered the now-standard 

rear engine layout in Formula One, and saw famous drivers such as 

Stirling Moss and Jack Brabham steer their cars to victory. It was 

also from these premises that they manufactured the Mini Cooper 

racing car. Peter Butt 

Web: www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/blue-plaques/cooper-car-

company/ 

A WALK TO DUDDING HILL JUNCTION SIGNAL BOX 

Martin Weyell mentioned this former Midland Railway signal box, which is still in use (GLIAS Newsletter 

296, p7). These notes suggest a route to it via other items of interest. 

Although Cricklewood station provides a fast journey from central London, it is 10 minutes’ walk to where this 

walk begins, at Mora Street bus stop at the north end of Cricklewood Broadway, served by routes 16, 32, 245, 

266, 316 & 332. From the stop, go a short distance along the south-east pavement towards the red and grey brick 

four-floor telephone exchange, 1929/30, with the ridiculously small ornamental keystone heads above some 

windows, and turn north-east alongside it into Kara Way (no name signs in 2018). Ahead left are ends of four 

terraces of c140 houses, now a Conservation Area. They were built by the Midland Railway, late 1860s onward, 

to rent to its employees. Many would have worked nearby in the adjacent freight yards, loco shed and signal 

boxes, and on the permanent way. In two pairs of rows, front doors face across green/garden space, vehicle 

access being via back lanes. The furthest pair, Needham and Campion Terraces, have continuous footpath 

access to front doors which can be walked (discretely). Campion is shorter, so it is best to take Needham, 

perhaps also sampling a section of a back lane, to the end. Turn left to return to the main road. 

 Midland Railway houses in Midland Ter. (L) and Johnston Ter. 

On the right hand corner is a two-floor red brick building, 318 Cricklewood Broadway, now named Sindhi 

Community House. It was built by the Midland Railway in about 1899/1900 as a hostel for ‘foreign’ trainmen to 

rest between shifts after bringing a train to Cricklewood. They were usually off freight workings; there was a 

similar hostel for passenger trainmen in Kentish Town. (More on these hostels in a future Newsletter). The 

adjacent railway bridge carries one of the lines to Dudding Hill Junction. 
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Cross the road, turn left then right into Temple Road and at the end turn right into Mora Road. Glance up at the 

two inscriptions in terracotta on the substantial brick school (1909). The Latin saying probably never cut much 

ice! Walking forward, on the left is Alan Coren Close, a gated entrance to private housing (often locked) in the 

grounds of Cricklewood water pumping station, which is itself secured by daunting fencing. This was steam-

operated when opened in 1905 by the New River Company to pump onwards water from Kew; it did not have 

its own wells. The 135ft ornate chimney has a communications use. 

  

(left) Dudding Hill Junction signal box; (right) Cricklewood pumping station from north, across railway lines 

Turn round, and walk south along St Martins Road, then right into Olive Road and right into Gladstone Park, 

talking the right hand path to the footbridge over the railway. Immediately below on the south-east side is 

Dudding Hill Junction signal box, a wooden cabin (extended) on a brick base (not extended), and the junction of 

the two double track lines running north and south-east to join the Midland Railway main line. An excellent 

position to photograph trains, but the lines are freight only, so seeing one is luck. A single signal wire runs 

alongside the line to the south-west. Before following that, there is the option of walking north-east in the park 

alongside the north-east of the line for a good view of the pumping station, as well as noting that the signals on 

both lines approaching the junction are electric colour light. 

The destination of the signal wire can be found by walking south-west in the park alongside the north-west of 

the line to a mechanical signal on the opposite side of the line, controlling trains going south-west towards 

Acton Wells Junction. It has both a red stop arm and a yellow warning (‘distant’) yellow arm, but as mentioned 

only one wire. Without getting closer I could not see if the distant is disconnected or if it is motor-operated. A 

few paces further is an electric colour light signal for trains towards Dudding Hill Junction. 

From here it is about 12 minutes’ walk to Dollis Hill tube station via a further footbridge over the railway, but 

lack of signage means using an A-Z.  

I am grateful to Hugh Petrie of LB Barnet Local Studies & Archives for help in dating the hostel; to Michael 

Bussell for info about the pumping station; and to Martin Weyell for mentioning the signal box, of which I was 

previously unaware. David Thomas 

A HARD STANDING FOR A ROAD LOCOMOTIVE 

This is a description of a short stoneway which was very likely installed to support a steam engine, of the 

portable or locomotive variety, for pumping or probably winding. For pumping an ordinary fire engine of the 

type made by Shand Mason or Merryweather might have been employed. Paved with granite setts, the length of 

this isolated hard standing is about 55 feet and there are two parallel sets of stone rails 11 inches wide. The 

internal gauge between the rails is 49 inches. This stoneway was almost certainly built by the New River 

Company as there are two New River valve covers set into the granite setts at one end. At the other end is a 

substantial block of stone with an iron ring attached to the top. This was probably to anchor a road engine for 

the purpose of winding, something like a steam ploughing engine? At the time this stoneway was installed, 

probably about 1860, the rest of the roadway would have been gravel. This was well before the days of 

tarmacadam. 

Have any readers come across a similar stoneway? Bob Carr 

See the painting ‘Laying Monster Tubes from the New River’ by JB Pyne (www.art.com/products/p34932243862-sa-i9363043/james-baker-

pyne-laying-monster-tubes-from-the-new-river-c1820-1870.htm). Was the hard standing for a portable steam engine associated with this 

kind of work? 
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CONSERVATION WATCH 

• Gasholder Station, Kennington Oval, London SE11 5SG 

Proposed Development by Berkeley Homes (Central London) Ltd: 

Demolition of existing buildings and structures including temporary disassembly of listed gas holder no.1, 

demolition of locally-listed gas holders 4 and 5, redevelopment to provide a mixed-use development comprising 

re-erection of restored gas-holder no.1, erection of new buildings ranging from 4-18 storeys to provide 738 

residential units (Class C3), 10,160sqm of Class B1 office and Class B1 shared working space incorporating 

ancillary cafe and space for community use, 800sqm for waste management use, 148sqm of D1 community 

space, the provision of a new publically accessible open space, new pedestrian and vehicle routes, accesses and 

amenity areas, basement level car park with integral servicing areas, provision of new gas governor and 

substation, and other associated works of de-contamination. 

• Poplar Gas Works redevelopment, Application No. PA/18/02803/A1 

Concerning the Re-erection of the Gasholder Guide Frame Standards 

Malcolm Tucker has written on behalf of GLIAS with comments on the proposals for re-erection of the 

salvaged section of gasholder guide frame, as currently presented in this planning application. 

 

 

BOOKS 

• ‘The King’s Cross Story: 200 Years of History in the Railway Lands’, by Peter Darley 

Published 1 October 2018 by The History Press. £20. Paperback. ISBN 9780750985796. 236 illustrations and 

55,000 words in 216 pages 

The author of this book is well known for his interest in the Camden Goods Yard. He now moves south-

eastwards to write about King’s Cross, if anything an even more daunting task. It should be made clear that this 

book is exclusively about King’s Cross and its Goods Yard, there is little mention of the Midland Railway and 

St Pancras. 

The first impression on looking at this book is the quality of the illustrations; maps, plans and photographs, 

drawings and works of art. Expense was not spared in procuring the best images and this has cost the Camden 

Railway Heritage Trust more than £4,000. There is now the challenge of recovering this cost. 

The first chapter, A Sunday stroll up Maiden Lane, is delightful – introducing the reader to the area of King’s 

Cross well before the coming of the railways. Compared with the Railway Lands we knew, this was the 

countryside beyond London, and although some industrial archaeologists might regard this almost as pre-history 

there was even then plenty of industrial archaeological interest. There were brickfields and tile kilns – and great 

dust heaps where scavengers picking over the refuse engaged in an early form of recycling. From about 1812 

The Regent’s Canal was being built. Already by 1824 the imposing works of The Imperial Gas Light and Coke 

Company was in production: and at the time this grand establishment was said to be the largest of its kind in the 

World. 

Later on the book is dominated by the steam locomotive and its pollution. Already we are beginning to forget 

just how dirty our mainline termini and their environs used to be. Photographs of Gresley Pacific’s dominate; 

there might have been more on the important suburban traffic. However although this book is a feast for the 

railway enthusiast it is remarkable in the very wide range of topics it has managed to include. Here there is a 

good deal on the horse, it is also partly an art book with numerous illustrations including pen and wash drawings 

by Käthe Strenitz (1923-2017). There is little on engineering but in this book we have local politics, especially 

regarding debates over the areas redevelopment, prostitution, a model railway, people, statistics, pop music and 

fringe art happenings. This is a book for a very wide general readership which in its production has almost 

attempted a gesamtkunstwerk. 

The approach is popular rather than scholarly, there is a bibliography but references are not given. Sadly there is 

no index and if a second edition is produced this should be rectified. There must have been many contributors to 

this volume but apart from within captions there are no Acknowledgements – from the breadth of topics one 

might have expected Uncle Tom Cobley and all. Our vice president Malcolm Tucker contributed some of the 

photographs. 
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Time and space dictate that this cannot be a very full review, there is a great deal of content here and readers are 

urged to buy this book and discover it for themselves – you will not be disappointed. For readers requiring more 

information, the author introduced his book in ‘Ham and High’ 2. 

Bob Carr 

A well-known bookshop is selling this book at £14.00. But Peter asks you to order the book directly from the Camden Railway 

Heritage Trust at £15.00 incl. p/p (which costs the Trust £3.20 per book) so that the Trust can recover their substantial costs more 
quickly – it was a really expensive publication for them to produce. Books ordered from booksellers may be marginally cheaper but 

the Trust only gets about £0.80 per copy in royalties, a fifth of what it makes from a direct sale. All income from sales goes to the 

Trust. Email Peter your address to Darleyp@aol.com and he will send book and payment details by return. You can phone Peter on 

0207 586 6632 or mail him c/o Camden Railway Heritage Trust, 21 Oppidans Road, London NW3 3AG 

2. Hampstead and Highgate Express, 18 October 2018, pp16-17 

• ‘London’s Docklands: An Illustrated History’, by Geoff Marshall 

Second edition, the History Press published 2018; 168 pages, 40 Illustrations in colour, 100 Illustrations black 

& white. Paperback £20, ISBN: 9780750987790 

This book concentrates on the Dockland areas of the London Boroughs of Tower Hamlets, Newham and 

Southwark. Starting with the early up-river Port, the reader is taken through the commercial Docks from west to 

east. Later chapters deal with dockers, riverside wharves and the redevelopment of the area over the past 40 

years.  

Since this book deals with the area as it is now, ships are very much in the background – as is the subject of 

cargo handling. This is a book for the tourist, either from London or further afield and is generally about the 

here and now – but giving an account of how the present situation came about. Geoff Marshall leads walks for 

the British Guild of Tourist Guides and each section generally gives the reader surviving remains to visit and 

explore – including public houses. Unfortunately the book contains little in the way of maps; more might be 

expected in a book at this price. The volume is sensibly organised and easy to follow; there are references and a 

short index. 

Chapter 13 gives some political background to the redevelopment of Dockland and there is a refreshing 

quotation from Michael Heseltine’s autobiography Life in the Jungle. Round about this time the traditional 

name London Dockland began to be replaced by London Docklands, the plural representing a change of 

attitude. No longer was this the Land of the Docks but a region composed of parcels of land ripe for purchase 

and redevelopment. The London Docklands Development Corporation was set up in 1981 with far-reaching 

powers.  

Generally speaking this book is quite free from errors; however the two captions at the bottom of page 127 are 

misleading. The pair of photographs were probably taken quite recently: the names C J Mare and Thames 

Ironworks are almost certainly recent additions, painted long after 1912 when major shipbuilding on the Thames 

came to an end.  

This is a well balanced book written by a knowledgeable author and for anyone unfamiliar with the subject this 

London’s Docklands book can be recommended as an introduction and it is quite good value: probably the best 

book on the subject currently in print. Bob Carr 

 

NEXT ISSUE 

GLIAS welcomes articles for publication in the newsletter. These should be about 500 words or less. Images 

can accompany articles (although copyright may have to be considered). 

Longer articles may be more suitable for the GLIAS Journal. 

Please send any contributions for February’s newsletter by 15 January. 

 

 


